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Experiential Learning & Personal Development Program 

 

Adventures Accessed is a full-service outfitter and guide company, and the only service providing 

complete backpacking systems, transportation and expertise in one seamless experience. Our goal 

is to facilitate meaningful connections with nature through an immersive mix of technical and 

mindful exercises that build confidence, group cohesion and personal growth. 

 

Adventures Accessed has created the Accomplishment Based Curriculum (ABC) to drive success 

and enable students to grow through challenges unique to the backcountry. Using a methodology 

catered to STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, math), we don’t simply go for a hike, we 

learn orienteering and triangulating with a map and compass.  We don’t set up a tent to sleep under, 

we engineer structures to provide shelter from the elements. Foraging for resources becomes an 

exercise in ecology and building shelter is a lesson in structural integrity. 

 

Understanding the demands of the backcountry, we’ve developed several exercises into our ABC 

equipped for social-emotional learning (SEM), as spending time outdoors isn’t all about skills. We 

recognize the team environment and developmental qualities facilitated by thriving in the 

wilderness, therefore we leave no stone unturned when it comes to the progression of youth. 

 

Immersive Capstone Programming 

 

There is no better way to prepare for transition than to conquer a crucible built to prepare students 

for a new road ahead. To prepare for and accept accountability, take initiative and develop 

perseverance are the demands of life and there is no better way to rise to the occasion than 100% 

immersion.  Using ABC, we take the challenges found exclusively in the backcountry and use those 

as a conduit to produce and execute meaningful exercises that build teams, create self-reliance and 

a love for nature. Over the course of four days and three nights, students are exposed to many 

hands-on, mentally stimulating and recreational exercises designed to empower students through 

challenge and accomplishment. From the science of fire to the task of creating fire from a spark; to 

the understanding of water filtration, dye processing or navigation; students will not only earn 

knowledge through experiencing, students will thrive in the adversity that is found in the 

backcountry. 

 

Capstone courses are conducted with groups of up to 10 individuals and can range from four 

days/three nights through nine nights and ten days. 

Full outfitting, food, transportation and guide are included.  

Below is a sample itinerary built for a four day/three-night capstone: 

 

Cost: $695/person 

 

mailto:aaron@adventuresaccessed.com
Accomplishment%20Based%20Curriculum.pdf
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Day 0 (one day prior to departure) Trip Orientation 

● Safety Brief 

o Outdoor Ethics 

● Review of trip itinerary 

o Trip expectations 

● Gear Introduction 

o Gear demonstration 

● Q&A 

Day 1 

● 7:00 a.m. departure 

● 12:00 p.m. arrive at Hoosier or Manistee National Forest 

o Safety brief 

o Hit the trails 

● 2:30 p.m. Bivouac selection exercise 

o 3:00 p.m. Recon for first bivouac 

● 3:30 p.m. Set up bivouac 

● 4:00 p.m. Relax, self-exploration 

● 5:00 p.m. Essential resources 

o Resource collection 

● 6:00 p.m. Cook dinner 

● 7:00 p.m. Clean up 

● 8:00 p.m. Unwind, stargaze, group reflection 

● 9:30 p.m. Bed down 

Day 2 

● 7:00 Wake up 

o Hygiene 

o 7:15 Morning reflection 

● 7:30 Cook breakfast 

● 8:15 a.m. Clean up 

● 8:45 a.m. Pack up 

o Sweep bivouac 

● 9:00 a.m. Hit the trails 

o Navigation exercise 

o Leadership exercise 

● 12:00 p.m. Lunch 

● 12:30 p.m. Resume hike (Student Leader) 

● 1:30 p.m. Team exercise in bivouac recon (Student Leader) 

● 2:15 p.m. Set up bivouac #2 (Student Leader) 

● 2:30 p.m. Resource gathering 

o Camp craft exercise in team flag production 
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● 4:30 p.m. Relax, self-exploration 

● 6:00 p.m. Cook dinner (Student Leader) 

● 7:00 p.m. Clean up (Student Leader) 

● 8:00 p.m. Unwind, stargaze, group reflection 

● 9:30 p.m. Bed down 

 

Day 3 

● 7:00 Wake up 

o Hygiene 

o 7:15 Morning reflection 

● 7:30 Cook breakfast (Student Leader) 

● 8:15 a.m. Clean up (Student Leader) 

● 8:45 a.m. Pack up 

o Sweep bivouac (Student Leader) 

● 9:00 a.m. Hit the Trails (Student Leader) 

● 12:00 p.m. Lunch 

● 12:30 p.m. Resume hike (Student Leader) 

● 1:30 p.m. Exercise in plants 

● 2:15 p.m. Set up bivouac #2 (Student Leader) 

● 2:45 p.m. Camp craft 

o Bivouac improvements 

● 4:15 p.m. Relax, self-exploration 

● 5:00 p.m. Team fire challenge 

● 6:00 p.m. Cook dinner (Student Leader) 

● 7:00 p.m. Clean up (Student Leader) 

● 7:15 p.m. Awareness hike 

● 8:00 p.m. Unwind, stargaze, group reflection 

● 9:30 p.m. Bed down 

Day 4 

● 7:00 Wake up 

o Hygiene 

o 7:15 Morning reflection 

● 7:30 Cook breakfast (Student Leader) 

● 8:15 a.m. Clean up (Student Leader) 

● 8:45 a.m. Pack up 

o Sweep bivouac (Student Leader) 

● 9:00 a.m. Hit the Trails (Student Leader) 

● 10:00 a.m. Meet with forest official 

● 12:00 p.m. Quick lunch and hike out (Student Leader) 

● 1:00 p.m. Depart forest 
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● 5:30 p.m. Arrive in Chicago 

 

About Adventures Accessed Leadership 

Adventures Accessed was founded by Aaron Wolf, a US Marine Corps veteran, National Forest 

outfitter/guide, Clif Bar influencer and Lewis N. Clark brand ambassador.  While serving honorably 

in the Marines, Aaron traveled all over the world to places like Okinawa, Japan; and the Middle East 

to Iraq for a tour of duty as a Fire Team Leader. Once Aaron’s service ended in 2008, Aaron spent 

countless nights in national parks, forests and any other wild space that would provide solitude and 

peace. Soon realizing the strength in learning about our natural environment and thriving in the 

outdoors, Aaron could not refuse the call of the wild. It took a few years for Aaron to answer the call 

in full force, understanding that connecting with nature could not be accomplished a few weekends 

a year while taking time off from his job in advertising.  

 

Taking Marine Corps leadership values and a passion for the outdoors, Aaron launched Adventures 

Accessed to connect others with wild and natural experiences. Aaron is certified in Wilderness First 

Aid by the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) and CPR/AED certified. Additionally, Aaron 

is continuing his education to provide better services by enrolling in stewardship and naturalist 

programs this spring and summer. 

 

 


